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Flight 93 National Memorial 
A common field one day; a field of honor forever. 

May all who visit this place remember the collective acts of courage of the passengers and crew, revere 

this hallowed ground as the final resting place of those heroes, and reflect on the power of individuals 

who choose to make a difference 

 
Flight 93 National Memorial Design Competition 

Opens Gallery of Exhibits 
 

     SOMERSET— They’ve been flown in from as far away as Italy, India, Germany and Japan, and 

delivered in person as from nearby as Somerset, Pennsylvania.  Now the public is invited to view nearly 

1,000 entries for the Flight 93 Memorial Design Competition at The Shops at Georgian Place in 

Somerset, Pennsylvania. 

Beginning Wednesday, Jan. 19, the public is invited to view the designs for the permanent 

memorial to honor the heroes of Flight 93, on exhibit through Feb. 26. Gallery hours include Wednesday 

through Friday, Noon to 7:30 p.m., Saturdays, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sundays Noon to 5 p.m. The Shops 

at Georgian Place are located behind the Georgian Inn, off Route 601 just north of the Pennsylvania 

Turnpike interchange exit 110 (old Exit 10) off the Pennsylvania Turnpike. 

 The design competition is a partnership between the Families of Flight 93, the Flight 93 Advisory 

Commission, the Flight 93 Memorial Task Force, and the National Park Service, and was made possible 

through generous grants of $500,000 each from the Heinz Endowments and the Knight Foundation. 

The competition officially opened on September 11, 2004; the closing date to submit designs was 

January 11, 2005.  Over 2,200 entrants registered for the competition, and nearly 1,000 design submittals 

were actually received for Stage I of the competition.  A jury of 9, comprising family members, partner 

representatives and design professionals will meet to select five finalists in late January.  The five finalists 

will each receive an honorarium to further refine and develop their concept for Stage II of the 

competition.  Another jury of 15, also comprised of family members, partners, community members and 

design professionals will meet in late early July to select the winning entrant for recommendation to the 

Federal Advisory Commission the Department of the Interior and Congress.  The announcement of the 

winning design will be on or around September 25, 2005. 
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John Reynolds, Chairman of the Flight 93 Advisory Commission said “We are so humbled by the 

depth and breath of sentiments expressed in these design submittals.  The passengers and crew gave their 

lives here to save our nation’s capital, unwittingly winning the first battle in the war on terrorism.  This 

national memorial will serve forever as a tribute to that moment in our nation’s history, and generations to 

come will never forget their heroism.” 

Larry Catuzzi, Board Member of the Families of Flight 93, Member of the Flight 93 Advisory 

Commission, and Co-Chair of the Flight 93 Memorial Task Force is proud of all of the hard work and 

thousands of volunteer hours that has led up to this competition.  Catuzzi stated, “As a family member, 

words cannot express the emotion I feel.  We started as a small group of people who knew we needed to 

do something to honor the memory of our loved ones.  In the process, hundreds of family members and 

community members have worked tirelessly to plan for the memorial, create this new unit of the national 

park system, develop our mission statement, plan for fundraising, and host this international design 

competition.  It is our gift to our loved ones; our gift to the nation.” 

Somerset County Commissioner Pamela Tokar-Ickes, who is also a member of the Flight 93 

Advisory Commission, has been involved in the concept of a national memorial since the very beginning 

along with other representatives of Somerset County.  “This display carries us across a critical threshold 

in the memorial process,” Tokar-Ickes said.  “The designers have transformed the collective thoughts, 

words and feelings that express the deep individual connection we have to Flight 93 into a single voice 

that must now speak for us all.” 

       SugarOak Management is the new owners of The Shops at Georgian Place.  They generously 

donated 20,000 square feet of unoccupied space for the competition. The gallery exhibiting the design 

submissions for the permanent memorial is located in Suites 501, 507 and 509, which was formerly 

occupied by Bugle Boy, Gap and Brooks Brothers at the mall.  “We are extremely grateful to the new 

owners and manager of Georgian Place for providing this absolutely wonderful space rent free to us. It’s 

just the perfect venue and setting to unveil these works of art,” said Helene Fried, Competition Advisor, 

Helene Fried and Associates of San Francisco, Calif.  

     The exhibit will be closed January 24th, 25th and 26th, 2005 to allow the Stage I jury to 

deliberate and select the finalists.  Admission to the gallery is free.   Interested school, civic, church and 

other organizations who would like a private tour, who are interested in volunteering to assist with the 

exhibit or who need further directions and information may call Jane Miller at 814.279.6153.    
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